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The U.S. Economy Is Improving 
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NACo.org/CountyEconomies 



2014 Was A Year Of Growth 



But Recovery Is Still Sluggish 



Job Growth Accelerated In 2014 

Source: NACo Analysis of Moody's Analytics 2014 Data 
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Uneven Recovery Across 

County Economies 



Source: NACo Analysis of Moody’s Data 
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Economic Recovery Is Starting To Spread 

Source: NACo Analysis of Moody’s Data, 2014 

Only 65 County Economies Fully Recovered 863 County Economies Not Recovered 



County Economies Are Where 

Americans Feel The National 

Economy 



40% of New Jobs Are In Industries Paying 

Above Average County Wages 

Source: NACo Analysis of Moody’s Data, 2014; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics  
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Annual Wages In Half Of County Economies 

Declined 2012-2013 

Source: NACo Analysis of Moody’s Analytics 2014 Data; US Bureau of Labor Statistics; US 

Bureau of Economic Analysis; US Census Bureau 
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The Uneven Recovery Adds To 

Challenges Facing Counties 



Counties Are Doing Their Part 



County Investment 

Infrastructure Investment Construction of public facilities Investment in Economic Development 
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Counties are Funders of 

Economic Development  



Participate in Economic Development 

Initiatives 
Have a county department managing 

economic development 
Contribute funding to economic 

development partnerships of counties 



Jobs, Jobs, Jobs! 

1 2 3 1 2 3 



Source: NACo Survey, October 2013 

Workforce Challenges 



Collaboration is Key 
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